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“Daddy, I’m thirsty. Can I please have a drink of water?” Who could say 
no to that? As parents, we want what is best for our children. We want 
to give them the things that they need, and we are happy to give it to 
them. We do this because we love them. 

As children, we trust that when we ask our parents for something they 
are going to listen. We trust them to do everything they can to supply us 
with the things that we need. We trust them because we know that they 
love us. 

Now, understandably, parent/child relationships don’t always function 
quite this smoothly because we live in a world that is full of sin. We 
inherit a sinful nature from our parents that doesn’t trust anyone but 
ourselves and doesn’t want to look out for anyone but us. And we in 
turn pass this sinful nature on to our children. And so, parent/child 
relationships don’t always function the way that God designed them to. 
And yet, even in this fallen world, this relationship between a father and 
a child gives us a faint glimpse into the relationship we have with our 
heavenly Father. 

Consider Jesus’ words from Matthew 7:9-11, “Which of you, if your son 
asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give 
him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask him!” Could you imagine a father putting a 
live venomous snake in his son’s cereal bowl for breakfast? Or a father 
mixing rocks into the spaghetti sauce and serving it to his daughter? It’s 
unthinkable! If a sinful father is able to provide his children with good 

things, how much more our heavenly Father who never sins! 

You have a heavenly Father who loves you dearly, far more 
than any earthly father could. You have a heavenly 

Father who sent his own beloved Son to die in your 
place, in order to take away your sin, so that he could 

have a relationship with you eternally. If he was willing 
to do that for you, doesn’t it follow that he is going to open 

his ear and listen to you when you talk to him, and supply 
you with everything you need and more? 

And so Jesus tells us, “Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives; the one who 
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened.” What should I 
ask for? Ask for the things that God has 
promised to give you. Ask for the things 
that you think will uphold and serve his 
purposes. Ask for things that bring him 
honor and glory. What should I expect to 
receive? Everything that he has promised to 
you. Good things, according to the wisdom 
of an all-knowing and deeply-loving God. 

Still unsure what to pray for? Jesus disciples 
had the same problem, so Jesus taught 
them to pray. Look at the Lord’s prayer. Use 
it. Study it. Understand it. Never give up, 
thinking, “I just don’t know. I just can’t do 
it.” I can pray, because I have a God who 
teaches me to pray, a heavenly Father who 
promises to listen and bless, and Savior 
who makes it all possible.  

  



Summer Worship Series 
Last weekend, we began a series of sermons based upon 
the words of the Lord’s Prayer.  We will preaching these 
sermons throughout the summer months.  Join us for the 
whole series, or whenever possible, this summer.  DVDs, 
electronic copies of the sermons on the website, or paper 
copies are available upon request if you happen to be 
gone for a weekend or longer.  Last week/ Our Father in 
heaven.  This week, Hallowed be Your name.  Next week, 
Your Kingdom Come.   
 

19-Minute 

Bible Study 

We have some brief Bible studies available for anyone 
during the summer months between Services from 9:25-
9:44 a.m.  Come early for coffee and fellowship.  The 
classes are held in the sanctuary.  Study guides are 
available upon arrival.  Our topic of discussion is Grand 
Themes and Key Words.  Coming up in July:  Glory of the 
Lord (7/7), Idolatry and Adultery (7/14), Holy Spirit’s 
Presence (7/21), and Line of the Savior (7/28) .Join us any 
Sunday morning for Bible study.   

 
We have had really great attendance at our first three 
weeks of Monday Night Bible Study this summer.  Our 
Monday night group meets after the Monday Service, at 
7:40 p.m. in the Conference Room.  The Book of Daniel has 
been the topic of discussion.  Join in any Monday Night for 
Bible study, discussion and enjoyable fellowship with the 
rest of the group.   

NEW SESSION OF JESUS UNTANGLED 
A new session of the Bible Information Course is just 
beginning.  It meets on Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.  
The course is topical, not chronological, so you may begin 
at any time, and catch up with any lessons that you miss at 
the end.  Just bring a Bible or use one of ours.  The course 
is free!  The benefits are eternal.  The course makes an 
excellent review for any of your members who would like 
a refresher in the main teachings of the Bible.   

We welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family this 
month Dean and Arlene Ninnemann, Jude Radish, and 
by Holy Baptism Cameron Christopher Repsa.  May the 
Lord bless your membership among us for your own 
spiritual growth in your knowledge of God’s Word and 
love for your Savior. 

Cameron Christopher Repsa, 
son of Christopher and 
Megan Repsa, was baptized 

at Star of Bethlehem on May 11, 
2019.  Ari Jacob Beyer, son of 

Chad and Ramona Beyer, was 
baptized at Star of Bethlehem 
on May 19, 2019.  May the 

Lord keep these precious lambs in his loving arms 
throughout life to life everlasting. 

Open Forums – July 
Two dates have be selected—Sunday, July 21st, and 
Sunday, July 28th—as days for Congregational Open 
Forums.  The intent is to provide more information to 
the members of the congregation about the building 
project, where we stand on the capital, and ministry 
plans by the various ministry teams that they pray 
might address the need for the congregation as a 
whole to continue to grow in faith.  Both meetings will 
be held following the late service those Sundays.  
Please plan to be here at 11 a.m.  A voters’ meeting to 
seek approval for the Building Project has been 
tentatively set for August 20th at 6:30 p.m.   

MATCHING GIFT OPPORTUNITY 
A generous member of Star of Bethlehem has offered 
to match gifts to the Gifted and Growing campaign in 
the next 6 weeks up to $150,000.  We thank our Lord 
and our generous member for providing us with this 
opportunity to close the gap between our present total 
pledges for our capital campaign of $1.25 million and 
our goal of $2 million for our ministry expansion 
project.  May the Lord bless this matching gift program 
through your generous contributions.  
Watch for 
weekly 
updates in 
our Service 
folders. 



Adult Confirmations 
The following have completed their Bible 
Information Course and desired to be 
members of our congregation.  They 
were confirmed in their faith here at Star 
of Bethlehem on Sunday, June 23rd.  
Confirmands included:  Keith Papula, 
Deb Philipps, Mark Snow and Michael 
Williams.  May the Lord keep each of you 
faithful to your confirmation promises 
throughout life to life eternal.  Welcome 
to our congregation! 

 
Our Annual Summer Music Camp will be 
held from July 22-26 beginning each 
morning at 8:45 a.m.  It is a fun week of 
fun and learning with music, with lessons 
about Jesus each day throughout.  A 
Closing Service will be held on July 28 at 
10:00 a.m.  Watch for a signup poster for 
ways that you can assist.  Registration, 
volunteer opportunities, and more 
information can be found on our 
website: www.starofbethlehem.org  May 
the Lord bless our music camp so many 
more use their gifts to worship and 
praise our Lord! 

 
Join thousands of your fellow WELS 
members for a Brewers’ Game on Friday, 
July 12, against the Giants at 7:10 p.m.  
Our synod Vice President, Pastor James 
Huebner, will be throwing out the first 
pitch.  Opportunities to tailgate, purchase 
WELS tee-shirts, and buy tickets are still 
available until sold out.  Prices range from 
$9-$21 at:  brewers.com/wels  
 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School  
Noah Bilitz  Frank Olson 
Sam Gerhard Jack Olson 
Claire Leverence Dunovan Rodgers 
Emily Lohr Chloe Strand 
Allison Miller Emily Wanty 
Colin Olson Alex Wenzel 
 

New Berlin Eisenhower High School 
Carter Imig Alyssa Wehking 
Grace Pulkkila Tanner Zaborowski 
 

Muskego High School  
Abbigail Treuden 
 

Nathan Hale High School 
Noah Hubmann Lilly Tangen 
 

College Graduations & Post Grad Degrees 
Samantha Stenstrup graduated Summa 
Cum Laude from UW Stout, May 2019, 
Earning a Master’s Degree in Vocational 
Rehabilitation Counseling.  

Aubrey Bartelt graduated from UW Eau 
Claire on May 25th   B.S. in Kinesiology 

Joe Jakubowski graduated in May with a 
PhD in Music Theory from Washington 
University in St. Louis. He will be working in 
a post doctorate position teaching at 
Harvard University. 

Tessa Bauer – WLC 

Emily Persick - Viterbo University with her 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing on May 11th 

Nicole Philipps - UW Viterbo nursing  

Michael Philipps – UW Milwaukee – 
computer science 

Caleb Tesch – UW Whitewater 

Rob June – Marquette 

Madison Austed – UW Madison 

Natalie Yass -- NIU 

We wish God’s richest blessings to these 
young people, and pray that the Lord will 
continue to guide your future as he has 
your past.  (Parents/Students, if you have 

recently graduated and your name is not 
included in the list above, please contact the 
church office so we can recognize your 
accomplishment in next month’s newsletter.) 

Men’s Softball 

Our Star men are still 
competing well against a tough 
league.  This week we are off for 
the Fourth of July, and will be 
back in action at 9:00 p.m. on 
July 9.  The team appreciates 
your good fan support.  Give it a 
try some Tuesday night at 
Malone Park.  Admission is free!  
Good luck, Coach Alf and our 
Star men on the remainder of 
the season.  One of our players, 
Ken Imig, suffered a season-
ending injury, underwent 
surgery, and the Lord is blessing 
his recovery.  Looking forward 
to your return again next 
season Ken! 
 

Save Lives While You Ride 
WELS Lutherans for Life invites 
you to the SOUL Ride 
motorcycle event on Saturday, 
July 27! Enjoy a scenic ride 
through Southeastern 
Wisconsin while supporting the 
life-saving mission! The day will 
include morning refreshments 
and lunch, along with spiritual 
encouragement and fellowship 
with other supporters of the 
ministry. Participants will meet 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Menomonee Falls between 
9:00and 10:00 AM and ride to 
lunch at Fat Joe’s in Fond du 
Lac. Funds raised will support 
saving lives while providing real 
help and real hope to moms, 
dads, and babies. For more 
information, please visit: 
wwwSOULRide.org or call (414) 
727-8176.  
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What kind of doctor is a 
D.O.? Does a D.O. have the 

same training as an M.D.? 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

A doctor of osteopathic medicine 
(D.O.) is a fully trained and licensed 

doctor who has attended and graduated 
from a U.S. osteopathic medical school. A 
doctor of medicine (M.D.) has attended 

and graduated from a conventional medical school. 

The major difference between osteopathic and allopathic 
doctors is that some osteopathic doctors provide manual 
medicine therapies, such as spinal manipulation or 
massage therapy, as part of their treatment. 

After medical school, both M.D.s and D.O.s must complete 
residency training in their chosen specialties. They must 
also pass the same licensing examination before they can 
treat people and prescribe medications. 

Source:  Mayo Clinic 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES AT THE  
ELIZABETH RESIDENCE HEALTH CENTER 

Your pastors will be conducting Worship Services at the 
Elizabeth Residence Health Center here in New Berlin, just 
south of Eisenhower High School, on Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m.  The Services will be identical to what we do on 
Wednesdays at the Linden Grove Health Care Center.   
 

 

Pastor EMV Program  
In order to further enhance the spiritual lives of God's people at 
Star of Bethlehem, our Executive Leadership Team and our 
Pastors will be starting a program to make our Pastors even 
more accessible to each of our households. Starting soon, our 
Pastors will be contacting each of us to get together for an 
informal chat about things spiritual - things happening at Star, 
things we might like to have happen at Star, and things going on 
in our lives that we might want our Pastors to know about (or to 
pray with us about). 

It will take a while to reach all of us - the program is expected to 
last well over a year - so if there is something you want to talk 
about soon, please do not hesitate to reach out to any of our 
Pastors right away. One of the main reasons they're here 
because they care about us for things like that. And when you're 
contacted by them in the coming weeks or months, it's 
important for each of us to make time to meet, whatever our 
current circumstances might be. It's an important step for all of 
us to stay connected in personal ways, which is what this 
opportunity is all about. 

From the President 
Nan and I recently returned from a trip that began in St. Charles, 
Missouri, and ended at the mouth of the Columbia River where it 
meets the Pacific Ocean in Oregon.  Our little group of 30 explorers 
traveled roughly in the footsteps of Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark’s “Corps of Discovery” that began in 1804.  Admittedly, our 
expedition was not an exact re-creation of their tremendous efforts 
– we journeyed along in comfort while the Corps (of about 40 
people) faced tremendous obstacles of all sorts. 

For us, it was a wonderful trip and we learned a lot.  We also got to 
know our fellow tourists a bit since we typically gathered together 
daily to attend museums, interpretative centers, forts, tours, meals, 
etc. 

And, as appropriate, it was also an opportunity for us to discuss a 
non-secular, Christian worldview. 

In particular, one woman we came to know a bit seemed to 
embrace what I would characterize as a “secular” attitude toward 
morality.  That provided an opening to discuss an alternative, 
Christian viewpoint.  

Another man talked about “billions of years” – which began a 
conversation about that assumption. 

Still another person seemed to abhor a huge Catholic cathedral we 
visited – we’re not sure why but there it is. 

Other conversations reinforced the Christian perspective – which 
was like a breath of fresh air to us. 

So, as you travel this summer, perhaps you, too, will have an 
opportunity to speak about a Christian worldview. 

As the Lord opens these opportunities to you, “Always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.”  
(1 Peter 3:15) 

See you in church – and have a wonderful summer! 
- Gene Szaj  
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ACTUAL YTD MISSION PLAN YTD PRIOR YEAR YTD

GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS THROUGH 6/16/19 

Star's 2019 mission plan of $1,143,989 requires average 
weekly offerings of $22,000.  The YTD mission plan amount 
reported above takes into consideration the variability of 

weekly offerings.  Based on historical giving patterns, above 
average offerings are received during church holidays. 


